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The 60th Security Forces 
Squadron tests a small un-
armed aircraft Feb. 25 at Tra-
vis Air Force Base, California.

U.S. Air Force photo/Nicholas Pilch
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Travis AFB, Calif. | 60th Air Mobility Wing

Tailwind The Tailwind is published by the Daily Republic, Fair-
field, California, a private firm in no way connected with 
the U.S. Air Force.

While most of the editorial content of the Tailwind is pre-
pared by the 60th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs office 
for its Web-based product, the content for the Tailwind is 
edited and prepared for print by the Daily Republic staff.

Content of the Tailwind is not necessarily the official 
view of, nor is it endorsed by the U.S. Government, the 
Department of Defense or the Department of the Air 
Force.

The appearance of advertising in the publication, in-
cluding inserts or supplements, does not constitute en-
dorsement by the Department of Defense, the Depart-
ment of the Air Force or the Daily Republic, of the 
products or services advertised.

Everything advertised in the publication shall be made 
available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-

tus, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other 
nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

Correspondence can be sent to the 60th Air Mobili-
ty Wing Public Affairs staff, Tailwind, 400 Brennan Cir-
cle, Bldg. 51, Travis AFB, CA 94535-2150 or emailed to 
60amwpa@us.af.mil.

Deadline for copy is 4:30 p.m. Friday for the following 
Friday’s issue. Swap ads must be brought to Bldg. 51 
by noon Monday for possible print in that Friday’s issue. 
Emailed or faxed Swap Ads are not accepted.

Those on base wishing to receive home delivery of the 
Tailwind can call 427-6975 today.

For information on paid advertising and on base circula-
tion, call 425-4646. Correspondence can be sent to: Dai-
ly Republic, 1250 Texas St., Fairfield, CA 94533 or faxed to 
425-5924.

Visit the Travis public web site at http://www.travis.
af.mil. Read the Tailwind online at http://tailwind.daily 
republic.net or by accessing the Travis SharePoint.
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621ST CONTINGENCY RESPONSE WING  

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

JOINT BASE MCGUIRE-DIX-LAKE-
HURST, N.J. — A team of 14 Devil Raid-
ers from the 621st Contingency Response 
Wing deployed to Honduras to assist hu-
manitarian aid and disaster relief efforts in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Iota, which hit 
the region Nov. 16.

The Airmen from the 621st Contingen-
cy Response Group formed an assessment 
team and deployed from Joint Base Mc-
Guire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey, accom-
panied by two language-enabled air ad-
visors from the 571st Mobility Support 
Advisory Squadron at Travis Air Force 
Base, California, in support of U.S. South-
ern Command, Joint Task Force-Bravo and 
the U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment efforts.

The team facilitated the opening of land-
ing zones and airports in the areas hit hard-
est by Hurricane Eta and Hurricane Iota.

The assessment team, also known as “Al-
pha Mike,” routinely trains and prepares for 
humanitarian aid and disaster relief oper-
ations and was able to rapidly respond with 
its unique capabilities to assess airfield suit-
ability to receive fixed wing aircraft.

In less than 84 hours from arrival, the 

team surveyed, cleared and opened a con-
tingency landing zone, said Col. Gregory 
Cyrus, 621st CRG commander.

The team assessed an international air-
port in San Pedro Sula after catastrophic 
flooding inundated the airport with several 
feet of water and mud, Cyrus said. The team 
also worked with Honduran officials and 
local representatives to clear hundreds of 
yards of dense vegetation from around an-
other landing zone.

“Whether civilian or military-affiliated, 
the people of Honduras are friendly, wel-
coming, and most of all, resilient,” Cyrus 
said.

The AM team integrated with JTF-B to 
support disaster relief operations and sup-
ported the completion of multiple mission 
tasking assignments for USAID.  

“The U.S. Air Force and Air Mobili-
ty Command have unmatched capabilities 
to rapidly respond to world events, from 
combat operations to humanitarian crisis,” 
Cyrus said. “Our small footprint allows us 
to move fast, and our flexibility allows us to 
tailor our equipment to meet almost any re-
quirement and mode of transportation.”

In a change of pace, air advisors from the 
571st MSAS at Travis AFB were included in 
the team of 14 as language and culture ex-
perts.

Devil Raiders help in Honduras after hurricanes

U.S. Air Force photo

U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Bryan Masters, 621st Contingency Response Squadron 
airfield manager, left, and U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Luis Barrios, 621st CRS airfield 
manager, on Nov. 24 perform a C-130 Hercules aircraft suitability check to assess the 
ability of the aircraft to safely land at Aguacate landing zone in Catacamas, Honduras.See HONDURAS Page 18

Commander moves base to HPCON Charlie
60th Air Mobility Wing  

Public Affairs 

The 60th Air Mobility 
Wing commander has direct-
ed Health Protection Condi-
tion Charlie in response to 

COVID-19, beginning Dec. 16.
Col. Corey Simmons, 60th 

AMW commander, has im-
plemented HPCON Charlie 
in response to the increased 
spread of COVID-19 in the lo-
cal community, substantial 

public health alert in the state, 
and to align with Solano Coun-
ty’s shelter-at-home order effec-
tive Dec. 17.

“Our primary focus is the 
health and safety of our Airmen 
and their families,” Simmons 

said. “We will balance the crit-
ical need to protect our Team 
Travis community while safe-
guarding our mobility mission.”

Essential missions will con-
tinue on the installation. All 
visitors to the installation will 

require an approved base pass. 
Airmen and families are en-
couraged to limit personal trav-
el except for essential purpos-
es. For additional local impact, 
visit https://www.travis.af.mil/
Coronavirus/.
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Name: 
Airman 1st Class Erica Josue.

Unit:
60th Communications Squadron.

Duty title:
Cyber operations technician.

Hometown: 
Stockton, California.

Time in service: 
One year.

Family:
Mom, Dad, three brothers and 
one sister.

What are your goals?
Traveling around the world and 
creating self-published graphic 
books/magazines.

What are your hobbies?
Digital art media, drawing, 
longboarding, and playing video 
games.

What is your greatest  
achievement?
Winning technician of the month 
for February. Coined by the wing 
commander and command chief.

U.S. Air Force photo

349th hands out toys, bikes

Courtesy photo

Members from around the 349th Air Mobility Wing and Team Travis 
hosted a toy and bike giveaway Dec. 13 at Travis Air Force Base, 
California. U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Armando Lucero with the 749th 
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron served as the event coordinator. U.S. 
Air Force Senior Master Sgt. Jared Pitts of the 349th Security Forces 
Squadron, U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Laura Burk and U.S. Air Force Tech. 
Sgt. Stephanie Pitts of the 349th Maintenance Group, and Senior Airman 
Armando Campaña, 749th AMXS, supported the event that served more 
than 500 families from the local area, giving away 244 bicycles and 
nearly 1,000 toys.

Secretary of the Air Force  
Public Affairs

BEALE AIR FORCE 
BASE, Calif. — Signaling a 
major leap forward for nation-
al defense in the digital age, 
the Air Force flew with arti-
ficial intelligence as a work-
ing aircrew member onboard 
a military aircraft for the first 
time Dec. 15.

The AI algorithm, known 
as ARTUµ, flew with the pilot, 
U.S. Air Force Maj. “Vudu”, on 
a U-2 Dragon Lady assigned to 
the 9th Reconnaissance Wing 
at Beale Air Force Base. Air 
Combat Command’s U-2 Fed-
eral Laboratory researchers 
developed ARTUµ and trained 
it to execute specific in-flight 
tasks that otherwise would be 
done by the pilot.

The test flight was the re-
sult of years of concerted ef-
fort within the Air Force to ap-
ply cutting-edge technology to 
military operations as it com-
petes with other world powers 
in the digital age.

“ARTUµ’s groundbreaking 
flight culminates our three-
year journey to becoming a 
digital force,” said Dr. William 
Roper, assistant secretary of 
the Air Force for acquisition, 
technology and logistics. “Put-
ting AI safely in command of 

a U.S. military system for the 
first time ushers in a new age 
of human-machine teaming 
and algorithmic competition. 
Failing to realize AI’s full po-
tential will mean ceding deci-
sion advantage to our adver-
saries.”

During this flight, ARTUµ 
was responsible for sensor em-
ployment and tactical nav-
igation, while the pilot flew 
the aircraft and coordinat-
ed with the AI on sensor op-
eration. Together, they flew a 

reconnaissance mission dur-
ing a simulated missile strike. 
ARTUµ’s primary respon-
sibility was finding enemy 
launchers while the pilot was 
on the lookout for threaten-
ing aircraft, both sharing the 
U-2’s radar.

The flight was part of a pre-
cisely constructed scenario 
which pitted the AI against an-
other dynamic computer al-
gorithm in order to prove the 
new technology.

Power outage
A basewide power outage for Travis Air Force Base is scheduled from 6 a.m. to noon Dec. 19. 

During the power outage, maintenance will be completed. This power outage will impact Balfour 
Beatty housing residents, as well as dorm residents.

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Luis A. Ruiz-Vazquez

Maj. “Vudu”, a U-2 Dragon Lady pilot assigned to the 9th 
Reconnaissance Wing, prepares to taxi after returning from a training 
sortie Dec. 15 at Beale Air Force Base, California. This flight marks a 
major leap forward for national defense as artificial intelligence took 
flight aboard a military aircraft for the first time.

Flight uses artificial intelligence

See AI Page 16
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Team  
explores 
supersonic 
executive 
transport

Daryl Mayer
AIR FORCE LIFE CYCLE MANAGEMENT  

CENTER PUBLIC AFFAIRS

WRIGHT-PATTERSON 
AIR FORCE BASE, Ohio — Al-
ways looking for new capabili-
ties, Air Force Life Cycle Man-
agement Center’s Presidential 
and Executive Airlift team is 
partnering with leading avia-
tion companies to explore the 
possibility of supersonic travel.

“Think about shrinking the 
world by getting somewhere 
twice as fast,” said Brig. Gen. 
Ryan Britton, Presidential and 
Executive Airlift program ex-
ecutive officer.

On the latest episode of 
AFLCMC’s Leadership Log 
podcast, Britton spoke about 
industry efforts underway now 
that could reduce flight times 
by more than 50%.

The idea came about while 
exploring potential future re-
quirements in executive travel 
and learning about burgeoning 
interest in supersonic travel 
within private business in the 
United States.

“We were able to identify 
several opportunities where 
we could use small-business 
money with some investments 
from my portfolio to begin to 
seed these opportunities for su-
personic travel,” Britton said.

To date, the team has part-
nered with Boom Supersonic 
in Colorado, Hermeus in Geor-
gia and Exosonic in California. 
Each company is exploring dif-
ferent aspects or approaches to 
high-speed travel.

“From an Air Force per-
spective, we would never ho-
listically invest in commer-
cial transport for executive 
airlift to fly supersonic and 
do it all ourselves. But if we 
can pair our investments with 

Little Rock starts Airmen’s forum
Airman 1st Class Isaiah Miller

19TH AIRLIFT WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

LITTLE ROCK AIR 
FORCE BASE, Ark. — Lit-
tle Rock Air Force Base is 
committed to delivering a 
diverse workforce that em-
braces a variety of perspec-
tives and recognizes the tal-
ents of all of its Airmen. In 
direct support of this, the 
base has established a Diver-
sity and Inclusion Airmen’s 
Forum.

The mission of the forum 
is to assemble a council of 
Airmen from diverse ranks, 
backgrounds and communi-
ties, focused on forging orga-
nizational cultures in which 
trust, empowerment and ac-
countability is melded with 
the warrior ethos; where di-
versity is valued as a person-
nel readiness multiplier and 

each individual has the op-
portunity to exert their max-
imum potential to help one 
another.

“The Diversity and Inclu-
sion Airmen’s Forum is an 
awesome initiative that gives 
folks the opportunity to have 
some hard-hitting and some-
times difficult conversations 
in a safe and controlled en-
vironment,” said Tech. Sgt. 
Langston Anthony, the fo-
rum’s co-chairperson. “The 
forum removes any barri-
ers or obstacles from Airmen 
having the opportunity to 
weigh in on decisions made 
at the base level with relation 
to diversity and inclusion.”

The 19th and 314th Air-
lift Wing command chiefs 
assisted the forum by pro-
viding guidance and men-
torship, as well as helping fa-
cilitate the forum’s goals as 

they move forward.
“This is about leveraging 

unique strengths, perspec-
tives and experiences to help 
solve complex issues,: said 
Chief Master Sgt. Steven 
Hart, 19th AW command 
chief. “The collective intelli-
gence of these professionals 
of varying backgrounds will 
inherently bring out new and 
innovative ideas, which is vi-
tally important to our mis-
sion.”

The forum is composed 
of Airmen ranging in rank 
from airman 1st class to ma-
jor. The forum also includes 
Department of Defense ci-
vilians. This provides a well-
rounded and full-spectrum 
of experience, both person-
ally and professionally.

“In order to create 
change, our first step is 
to look at ourselves to see 

where we can change our 
own mindset and perspec-
tive,” said Airman 1st Class 
Hajjii Frederick, Diversi-
ty and Inclusion Forum co-
chairperson. “The challenge 
is a great one, but I believe 
no matter what my rank is, I 
bring a lot of personal expe-
rience to the table.”

The vision of the forum 
is to foster an inclusive envi-
ronment where individuals 
are respected and valued for 
their differences and abili-
ties, that is not hindered by 
prejudicial barriers, stereo-
types or restrictions.

“It is an honor to be a part 
of this,” said Chief Master 
Sgt. John Chilcote, 314th AW 
command chief. “We have an 
opportunity to make mean-
ingful changes through the 
recommendations provided 
to us from the forum.”

See SUPERSONIC Page 16

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Isaiah Miller

U.S. Air Force Col. John Schutte, 19th Airlift Wing commander, center, addresses Airmen at the first official Diversity and Inclusion 
Airmen’s Forum Charter Oct. 6 at Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas. The forum is composed of Airmen ranging in rank from airman 
1st class to major. The forum also includes Department of Defense civilians. 
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Headache?

First trainees graduate directly into Space Force
Annette Crawford

37TH TRAINING WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-
LACKLAND, Texas — History was 
made at Joint Base San Antonio-Lack-
land Dec. 10 as the first seven people to 
enlist directly into the U.S. Space Force 
graduated from basic military training.

The five men and two women were 
among the 414 recruits who complet-
ed seven and a half weeks of training. 
Assigned to the 320th Training Squad-
ron, their training began Oct. 20. The 
new Space professionals are: Amy Big-
gers, Virginia Beach, Virginia; Giahna 
Brown, Woodbridge, Virginia; Delvano 
Brown, Gaithersburg, Maryland; Benja-
min Nevoraski, Virginia Beach, Virginia; 
Shane Brown, Elijah Engelby, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado; and Nathan Ramage, 
Falcon, Colorado.

Secretary of the Air Force Barba-
ra M. Barrett was the featured speaker 
at the graduation ceremony, which was 
streamed live on Facebook. She spoke 
to the graduates about joining a heritage 
of integrity, service and excellence, and 
mentioned three Airmen who represent 
those ideals. One of those Airmen was 
retired Lt. Gen. Susan Helms, who flew 
more than 30 different types of aircraft 
as an Air Force test pilot and then served 
12 years as an astronaut.

“General Helms was the first U.S. 
military woman in space. She still holds 
the world record for the longest space-
walk – 8 hours and 56 minutes,” Barrett 

said. She added that Helms, in particular, 
represents the caliber of talent the Space 
Force is recruiting.

“So, it is fitting that we celebrate the 
historic milestone of graduating the first 
seven trainees to the United States Space 
Force.” Barrett said.

The number of Space Force train-
ees will continue to increase over time 
as processes for recruiting and training 
are solidified, and the Space Force plans 

to recruit a little more than 300 enlist-
ed members through the end of the fis-
cal year. There are currently another 13 
trainees at BMT with seven more sched-
uled to arrive later this month.

Through January, all Space Force ac-
cessions will become space systems op-
erations specialists and in February, new 
accessions will join for positions in addi-
tional career fields such as operations in-
telligence and cyber systems operations.

Chief of Space Operations Gen. John 
W. “Jay” Raymond spoke to the gradu-
ates before administering the Oath of 
Enlistment. He said that while every Ba-
sic Military Training graduation cere-
mony was important, the one on Dec. 10 
was historic as it was the first to send sev-
en “of our nation’s finest directly into the 
new United States Space Force.”

Raymond challenged the seven Space 
Force professionals.

“I need you to be bold. You will help 
us build this service from the ground up. 
You will help us define our warfighting 
culture. You will build the Space Force 
as the first digital service. You will lay 
the foundation of a service that is innova-
tive and can go fast in order to stay ahead 
of a significant and growing threat, and 
you, if deterrence fails, will fight and win 
the battle for space superiority which is 
so vital to our nation, our allies and our 
joint and coalition forces,” he said, add-
ing that “the nation expects you to deliv-
er dominant Spacepower.”

“The Air Force develops the best en-
listed force in history, and we proudly 
and confidently secure our efforts on that 
foundation,” said Chief Master Sgt. Rog-
er A. Towberman, U.S. Space Force se-
nior enlisted advisor. “We are proud our 
trainees know they’re part of the Space 
Force from day one, and we added a bit 
of space flavor to the curriculum toward 
that end. Over the next year, we’ll contin-
ue to improve their experience based on 

SCOTUS ruling boosts Air Force’s 
effort to combat sexual assault

Charles Pope
SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE  

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

ARLINGTON, Va. — In a 
unanimous ruling, the U.S. Su-
preme Court has reinstated 
rape convictions against three 
men in the Air Force, deciding 
that a lower military court im-
properly nullified the prosecu-
tions and that the error was so 
stark that “resolving the ques-
tion does not require lengthy 
analysis.”

While the case, United 
States v. Briggs, was arcane 
and narrow, the Dec. 10 rul-
ing settled a troublesome le-
gal question that required 
rape and sexual assault cases 

to be investigated, prosecuted 
and completed within a 5-year 
“statute of limitations” for cas-
es originating between 1986 
and 2006.

That narrow window, es-
tablished by a now discarded 
2018 ruling from the Court of 
Appeals for the Armed Forc-
es, differed from the current 
version of the Uniform Code 
of Military Justice, which, in 
2006, made clear that for rape 
and sexual assault offenses, 
there are no statute of limita-
tions. This parallels most civil-
ian courts as well as provides 
victims time to decide what to 
do after such a traumatic event.

Though the Supreme Court 
specifically examined the role 

of the death penalty in the cas-
es and its treatment under the 
UMCJ, the Court acknowl-
edged that a longer period of 
time is the correct constitu-
tional approach given the diffi-
culties inherent in rape cases.

“The trauma inflicted by 
such crimes may impede the 
gathering of the evidence need-
ed to bring charges,” Justice 
Samuel Alito wrote in the deci-
sion. “Victims may be hesitant 
for some time after the offense 
about agreeing to testify. Thus, 
under current federal law, 
many such offenses are subject 
to no statute of limitations.”

As a result, the Court 

See RULING Page 15

U.S. Air Force photo/Sarayuth Pinthong

Basic military training trainees take the Oath of Enlistment during their graduation 
ceremony, Dec. 10, at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, Texas. Seven members of the 
graduating class are the first Space Force trainees to graduate.

See SPACE FORCE Page 12
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Single-lane NORTH GATE CLOSURES  begin Dec. 31 B-1B completes external 
release demonstration

Giancarlo Casem
412TH TEST WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

EDWARDS AIR FORCE 
BASE, Calif. — The 419th 
Flight Test Squadron success-
fully conducted an external 
weapon release demonstration 
at Holloman Air Force Base, 
New Mexico, Dec. 4.

“The Air Force Test Center 
is enthusiastically teaming with 
Air Force Global Strike Com-
mand to enable greater flexibil-
ity in bomber payloads,” said 
Maj. Gen. Christopher Azza-
no, Air Force Test Center com-
mander. “Demonstration of 
B-1B external carriage reflects 
the potential to keep weap-
on systems in the fight with in-
creased combat capability.”

A B-1B Lancer assigned to 
the 412th Test Wing’s 419th 
FLTS launched an inert Joint 
Air-to-Surface Standoff Mis-
sile from an external pylon un-
derneath the aircraft’s fuselage. 
The external pylon usually car-
ries the “Sniper” targeting pod.

This release demonstration 
also put AFGSC one step clos-
er to building the future bomber 
fleet for the Department of De-
fense and U.S. Air Force while 
utilizing current resources.

“Arming a limited number of 
B-1s with more weapons exter-
nally could enable Global Strike 
Command to provide more 
weapons for geographic com-
batant commanders while put-
ting fewer aircraft and aircrew 
in harm’s way,” said Gen. Tim 
Ray, commander of AFGSC. 
“Airmen continue to rise to the 
challenge, modernizing, adapt-
ing and innovating the fleet we 
have while bridging to the fleet 
of the future.”

“A targeting pod pylon was 
modified mechanically to allow 
for different connector configu-
rations, and the internal wiring 
was replaced with harnesses 
that would support its new role,” 
explained N. Keith Maynard, 
812th Airborne Instrumenta-
tion Test Squadron.

See B-1B Page 12 92nd MXS innovates bracket
Airman 1st Class  
Anneliese Kaiser

92ND AIR REFUELING WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

FAIRCHILD AIR FORCE 
BASE, Wash. — The 92nd 
Maintenance Squadron air-
craft metals technology shop, 
created a jackscrew mounting 
bracket for the KC-135 Strato-
tanker after the discovery of a 
damaged bracket during an in-
spection.

Tech. Sgt. Robert Sabins, 
92nd MXS aircraft metals 
technology section chief, and 
Tech. Sgt. Eric Kozma, 92nd 
MXS aircraft metals technol-
ogy shift lead, were tasked by 
the reverse engineering team 
at Tinker Air Force Base, 
Oklahoma, with designing and 
building a new bracket.

“Back in January, they 
[maintainers] found a cracked 
bracket,” Sabins said. “We got 
one in from supply and that 
one didn’t work out, because 
these brackets are very spe-
cific. Back in the ‘50s when 
they designed the aircraft and 
started building them, they 
drilled the holes in the bracket 

by hand.”
The blueprints available 

for the bracket are from 1954, 
and used an outdated magne-
sium casting process. Rather 
than using the outdated pro-
cess to create the bracket, Sa-
bins, Kozma and fellow metals 
shop Airmen, used their train-
ing and expertise to design a 
3D model of the bracket and 
program a milling machine to 
create the first prototype.

“I used Computer Aid-
ed Design software to look at 
the blueprints and take all of 
those measurements to draw 
the bracket in 3D on my com-
puter,” Sabins said. “Then the 
Computer Aided Manufac-
turer software communicates 
with the Computer Numerical-
ly Controlled milling machine. 
The software spits out num-
bers and coordinates to tell the 
machine where to cut on the 
block of metal so it’ll end up 
matching what it looks like on 
the computer.”

After five months of work-
ing to create the first proto-
type, the bracket is now in-
stalled and awaiting testing. 

Once the aircraft has flown 
with the bracket, the aircraft 
metals technology team will be 
able to generate more brack-
ets, saving the fleet of KC-135s 
from the aircraft boneyard.

“We now have a proven pro-
gram,” Kozma said. “Once the 
operations check and confi-
dence flight happens, we have 
another chunk of metal ready 
to pump out another bracket, 
which will now only take about 
six days to make.”

Through the innovations 
and actions of the 92nd MXS 
aircraft metals technology 
Airmen, Team Fairchild can 
continue to ensure the revital-
ization of the KC-135 fleet and 
success of the rapid global mo-
bility mission.

“Thanks to the teamwork 
of our aircraft metals technol-
ogy section technicians, the 
KC-135 systems program of-
fice engineers and our part-
ners at the Oklahoma City Air 
Logistics Center, we are able to 
solve this extremely complex 
problem,” said Col. Michael 
O’Connor, 92nd Maintenance 
Group commander. 
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Family owned and operated.
Owner…Don Westhaver,
Over 40 Years Experience

First Time Customers:
Bring ad in for visual 26 pt inspection

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Lawrence Sena

Two jack-screw mounting brackets for a KC-135 Stratotanker are displayed by the 92nd Maintenance 
Squadron aircraft metals technology flight during a demonstration Nov. 19 at Fairchild Air Force Base, 
Washington. The 92nd Maintenance Squadron aircraft metals technology shop, created a jack-screw mounting 
bracket for the KC-135 after the discovery of a damaged bracket during an inspection.

CBM+ may redefine  
aircraft maintenance

Daryl Mayer
AIR FORCE LIFE CYCLE MANAGEMENT  

CENTER PUBLIC AFFAIRS

WRIGHT-PATTERSON 
AFB, Ohio — About five years 
ago, the Air Force embarked 
on a journey with Condition 
Based Maintenance Plus, to 
shift the sustainment enter-
prise from “flying to failure” 
to a “flying to forecast” mind-
set.

In a recent episode of Air 
Force Life Cycle Management 
Center’s Leadership Log pod-
cast, Chris Damani, CBM+ 
Program Office chief, de-
scribed CBM+ as a new sus-
tainment paradigm that is 
transforming the way the Air 
Force sustains its fleet. The 
central element is leveraging 
artificial intelligence and ma-
chine learning to turn sustain-
ment data into valuable knowl-
edge that puts the Air Force in 
control of their sustainment 
and logistics operations.

“Overall the future of 
CBM+, as I see it, is that 
CBM+ model or that CBM+ 
paradigm just being ingrained 
into the way we sustain our 
fleet and that it’s just not just 
another gimmick or buzzword, 

it’s just the way,” Damani said.
Avoiding unscheduled 

downtime, being able to plan 
maintenance actions, forecast 
supply needs to avoid rush or-
dering parts, decreasing mis-
sion aborts and decreasing 
troubleshooting time are all 
benefits that ultimately lead 
to increasing fleet readiness, 
he said.

The program showed re-
sults from the beginning, he 
said. Prototype projects from 
CBM+ in the 2018/2019 time 
frame showed sufficient prog-
ress to warrant the Rapid Sus-
tainment Office’s board of di-
rectors to order CBM+ to 
scale.

“Meaning that the technol-
ogy had proven the benefit and 
we were approved to imple-
ment the project across the Air 
Force,” Damani said. “Based 
on that decision in Decem-
ber 2019, less than a year ago, 
we were challenged to scale 
CBM+ to 12 weapons systems 
in Fiscal Year 2020.

The successful results of 
that effort, he said, show 
CBM+ as a scalable, repeat-
able process that can be ap-
plied to different platforms 
across the Air Force.
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The director of the Depart-
ment of Defense’s Operation 
Warp Speed told The Society 
of Federal Health Profession-
als that he is ‘incredibly proud’ 
of the work his team has done 
with the Department of Health 
and Human Services in finding 
a vaccine for COVID-19. 

Dr. Matthew Hepburn’s 
praise for the DOD came during 
a speech to the AMSUS virtual 
annual meeting Dec. 8.

The DOD’s role in Operation 
Warp Speed was “transforma-
tive,” said Hepburn, OWS de-
velopment lead, pointing to op-
erational planning, logistics and 
supply chains, which “is in our 
DNA” at DOD. “It comes very 
naturally because that is what 
we do … and that has made all 
the difference,” he told the audi-
ence of more than 1,500 online 
attendees.

For example, he said DOD’s 
expertise in obtaining contacts 
quickly resulted in OWS getting 
“a really good deal in record 
time that was mutually benefi-
cial” to the six vaccine manu-
facturers the joint operation de-
cided to pursue for an approved 
vaccine for COVID-19. Those 
manufacturers are Pfizer, Mod-
erna, AstraZeneca, Janssen, 

Novavax, and Sanofi.
“The Department of De-

fense’s unique contracting expe-
rience … and other transactions 
have allowed us to come from 
where we think are the right 
contacts to having long-term 
contracts,” Hepburn said.

Pfizer and Moderna have ap-
plied for emergency use autho-
rization from the Food and Drug 
Administration. Pfizer’s appli-
cation was reviewed by an FDA 
advisory committee of vaccine 
experts Dec. 10, and Moderna’s 
application was scheduled for 
review Dec. 17. The FDA usu-
ally, but not always, accepts its 
advisory panels’ recommenda-
tions.

The FDA announced Dec. 
8 that its review of the Pfiz-
er vaccine found it to be safe 
and efficacious, meeting the 
requirements for emergency 
use authorization. The vaccine 
showed a strong protective ef-
fect after the first of two doses, 
according to the FDA.

The OWS’ chief operating of-
ficer, U.S. Army Gen. Gustave 
Perna, “has been very clear that 
we will have trucks rolling with-
in 24 hours of approval of the 
first vaccine,” Hepburn said.

Once the vaccine is first 
available to frontline health 
care workers and elderly care 
facilities, “we need you to tell 

our communities that this is just 
one layer of a multi-level strat-
egy” to protect against COV-
ID-19, he stated.

He urged the health care 
community “to convey a mes-
sage that these vaccines are safe 
and efficacious, and that vacci-
nation is important” as a coun-
terpoint to widespread misin-
formation in the general public 
about vaccines and the need for 
vaccination against the disease.

Clinical trials for the 

candidate vaccines are ongo-
ing and represent the diversity 
of the general population, Hep-
burn said, and were done “in an-
ticipation of trying to increase 
confidence” among the pub-
lic. For example, at least 25% 
of clinical trial participants are 
over the age of 65, a popula-
tion not normally used for clini-
cal trials but one at greater risk 
from COVID-19, he noted.

The number of doses need-
ed for immunizations is “really 

a moving target, which is not 
necessarily a bad thing,” Hep-
burn said. “The consistency and 
cadence of manufacturing im-
proves over time, and more dos-
es are available than we thought 
would be available last week.”

OWS’ project team asks for 
“more doses on a daily basis,” 
he noted.

Armed services research ef-
forts prior to the pandemic will 
allow for future innovation and 
speed of vaccine and therapeu-
tics development, Hepburn said.

“If we hadn’t made those in-
vestments 10 years ago, there is 
no way we could have achieved 
the speed” of going from re-
search and development, to can-
didates, to clinical trials, to ap-
proval and distribution, he said.

He noted that the DOD’s 
“clinical research enterprise led 
us to be involved in the enroll-
ment right now in the AstraZen-
eca clinical trials.”

He called the department’s 
research enterprise “an incred-
ibly powerful tool to confront 
21st century threats,” and that 
“this is the new standard for 
rapid product development, and 
will apply not only to pandemics 
but also to develop product for 
combat health in half the time. 
Imagine how fast we could go in 
force protection” using the new 
paradigm, he said.

Hurlburt supports largest 
Army warfighter exercise

Deb Henley
505TH COMMAND AND CONTROL  

WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

HURLBURT FIELD,  
Fla. — The 505th Command 
and Control Wing supported 
the U.S. Army’s Mission Com-
mand Training Program dur-
ing its execution of 21-1, the 
largest WFX ever conducted.

The exercise trained more 
than 5,300 joint warfighters 
and accomplished training ob-
jectives for 12 training audienc-
es using more than two dozen 
different systems connecting 
seven sites across the country.

WFX 21-1 was not initial-
ly planned for 12 training 

audiences, but when WFX 20-4 
and 20-5 were canceled due to 
COVID-19; their TAs moved 
to WFX 21-1. To ensure Army 
warfighters were adequately 
trained for current and emerg-
ing mission sets, WFX 21-1 in-
creased its training audience 
by over 2,300 personnel.

The 505th CCW Detachment 
1, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
served as the Air Force’s liai-
son during WFX 21-1 and rep-
licated doctrinally correct air 
component capabilities to the 
Army warfighters.

WFX 21-1 met all training 
objectives for the Army major 
combat units involved and se-
nior leaders from both services.

U.S. Army photo/Jason Edwards

Crystal Tyler, pharmacy technician, prepares an injection for an 
Operation Warp Speed patient volunteer Nov. 16 at Brooke Army Medical 
Center Fort Sam Houston, Texas.

DOD ‘transformative’ in Warp Speed, official says
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The Defense Health 
Agency’s COVID-19 Conva-
lescent Plasma, or CCP, col-
lection was a significant suc-
cess in 2020, exceeding its 
goal and helping more than 
200 Department of Defense 
beneficiaries who had been 
hospitalized with the dead-
ly disease.

The DOD campaign re-
sulted in the acquisition of 
10,745 units of the plasma 
donated by active-duty per-
sonnel, military retirees, 
their families, and non-DOD 
civilians who were designat-
ed as fully recovered from 
COVID-19. The goal of the 
secretary’s campaign, which 
ended Sept. 30, was to collect 
10,000 CCP units.

The Defense Health 
Agency launched this dona-
tion drive on June 1 through 
its more than 20 Armed Ser-
vices Blood Program centers 
across the continental Unit-
ed States and overseas to col-
lect plasma to support the 
development of an effective 
treatment for those seriously 
ill with the virus.

As of Nov. 30, 204 patients 
within the Military Health 
System had been transfused 
322 units of CCP, said ASBP 
Division Chief Army Col. Au-
dra Taylor. Typically, one or 
two units are administered 
to each patient. At the out-
set of COVID, when CCP be-
came available as an investi-
gational product by the Food 
and Drug Administration, 
the treatment was for severe-
ly ill patients.

“Since those early days, 
the recommendations for 
treatment are earlier,” Tay-
lor noted.

Almost all patients who 
require supplemental oxy-
gen now also get CCP, noted 
Air Force Col. Stacy Shack-
elford, Joint Trauma System 
chief.

The immune system of a 
COVID-19-positive patient 

creates infection-fighting an-
tibodies contained in their 
plasma. Plasma with these 
infection-fighting antibodies 
is called “convalescent plas-
ma.” By donating blood or 
plasma, a patient who has re-
covered fully provides CCP 
rich in antibodies to a sick 
patient who is still fighting 
the virus to boost their im-
mune system and help them 
recover.

Since the close of the ini-
tial CCP drive, the Armed 
Services Blood Program has 
transitioned to a plan to en-
sure adequate supplies of 
CCP for future DOD benefi-
ciaries.

“The ASBP recruiters 
and blood donor centers con-
tinue to use the tools and pro-
cesses developed for the re-
cruitment of potential donors 
to support the sustainment of 
the Department of Defense 

CCP inventory,” Taylor said, 
adding that “the designated 
inventory levels sustain the 
Military Health System, in-
cluding the combatant com-
mands.”

Unfortunately, CCP has a 
one-year shelf life, so collect-
ed units will begin to expire 
in 2021.

Therefore, there is no 
end date for collection, Tay-
lor noted. A new CCP collec-
tion challenge comes with 
the new COVID-19 vaccines, 
which, when approved by 
FDA and distributed for vac-
cination, will “have an im-
pact on the availability of 
potential donors as the vac-
cines come with a deferral 
period,” she explained.

At a Nov. 16 ceremony 
honoring the success of the 
CCP drive, Army Lt. Gen. 
(Dr.) Ronald Place, direc-
tor of the Defense Health 

Agency, said: “In my opin-
ion, that’s the best kind of 
outcome for our health sys-
tem.”

The reforms to military 
medicine remain inspired 
by the belief that a well-in-
tegrated organization across 
functions, across military 
departments, and unified in 
its strategic execution, both 
internally and with our part-
ners in civilian medicine, 
strengthens the health and 
readiness of the force, he ex-
plained.

To donate convalescent 
plasma, donors must meet 
basic donation requirements. 
Donations can be done 
through whole blood or 
apheresis, a form of plasma 
collection.

To qualify for the pro-
gram, participants must:

•  Have evidence of CO-
VID-19 documented by two 

FDA-approved serological 
tests for SARS-CoV-2 anti-
bodies after recovery, if pri-
or diagnostic testing was not 
performed at the time COV-
ID-19 was suspected.

•  Have a complete resolu-
tion of symptoms at least 14 
days before donation.

•  Undergo potential ad-
ditional testing if ever preg-
nant to determine if HLA an-
tibodies have developed.

The DOD’s primary goals 
against the pandemic are 
to protect its people, main-
tain readiness and support 
the national COVID-19 re-
sponse. In addition to aiding 
in the development of new 
therapeutic treatments for 
COVID-19-positive patients 
in DOD facilities, CCP con-
tributes to the overall efforts 
to combat the disease, thus 
helping accomplish each of 
those goals.

U.S. Navy photo/Jaciyn Matanane

Plasma collected from Sailors by staff at U.S. Naval Hospital Guam is displayed June 2. The Sailors have recovered from COVID-19.

COVID-19 convalescent plasma collection
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Airman 1st Class Karla Parra
60TH AIR MOBILITY WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The 60th Security Forces Squad-
ron, in collaboration with Easy Aeri-
al, a leading provider of autonomous 
drone-based monitoring solutions, 
launched the first automated drone-
based perimeter security system for 
the United States Air Force here Dec. 
11.

The small unarmed aircraft initia-
tive redefines on-base perimeter se-
curity systems to potentially advance 
warfighting capabilities, enhance stra-
tegic deterrence and foster full-spec-
trum readiness across the Air Force. 

“Easy Aerial’s unmanned aeri-
al systems are a game-changer,” said 
Master Sgt. Joshua Hicks, 60th SFS 
small unmanned aircraft system in-
structor. “This jointly developed tech-
nology will provide unparalleled se-
curity and safety for our Airmen and 
critical assets.”

Upon receiving a security trig-
ger such as a fence alarm, fire alarm 
or other distress call, the Smart Air 
Force Monitoring System, can be 
programmed to automatically de-
ploy from its base station and autono-
mously navigate to the triggered site 
to provide complete, unparalleled situ-
ational awareness. After mission com-
pletion, the small unarmed aircraft 
autonomously returns to its base sta-
tion, where it recharges and waits for 
its next mission.

The small unarmed aircraft initia-
tive is part of the Small Business In-
novation Research Phase II program, 
which adheres to Air Force perimeter 
security and situational awareness op-
erational requirements.

“This was a joint effort as we 
worked closely together from start to 
finish, resulting in a customized solu-
tion for the Air Force that meets all of 
their operational desires and require-
ments,” said Ivan Stamatovski, Easy 
Aerial chief technology officer.

Hicks stressed the technology 
could save lives, time and money.

While the sight of seeing small un-
armed aircraft fly around Travis 
may seem suspicious to some, Hicks 
said, there is no need for alarm as the 
drones will enhance mission effective-
ness.

“The sUAS has the capability to as-
sist civil engineering for fire response, 
maintenance for tail inspections … 

and that is just the beginning,” he said. 
“The impact this program is going to 
have on the Air Force will be seen in 
many different capacities.”

When Gen. Jacqueline Van Ovost, 
Air Mobility Command commander, 
announced her priorities for AMC in 
October, she stressed the importance 
of expanding capabilities to project 
the force, defend installations and 

networks while maintaining the joint 
force.

“Key to that methodology and mis-
sion success is innovation; seeing 
things as they can be, not how they 
are,” Van Ovost said.

This is truly a pioneering moment 
for the Air Force and the Department 
of Defense championed by Travis, 
Hicks added.

Travis launches small unarmed aircraft initiative

3) U.S. Air Force Maj. Marie Steffen, 
60th Air Mobility Wing small unmanned 

aerial system chair, discusses with various 
individuals observing a drone test Feb. 

25 at Travis Air Force Base, California. 4) 
The 60th AMW Security Forces Squadron 

tests a new patrolling drone Feb. 25 at 
Travis AFB. 5) Brandon Feldmann, 60th 

SFS trainer, watches a tethered drone test 
Feb. 25 at Travis AFB.

U.S. Air Force photos/Nicholas Pilch

1) Vazgen Petrosyan, engineer for the Easy Aerial drone, inspects the drone before a test flight Feb. 25 at Travis Air Force Base, California. The drone will provide security forces Airmen with additional quick response options for a variety of scenarios. 2) The 60th 
Security Forces Squadron tests a drone Feb. 25 at Travis.
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Like Sudoku, no single number can 
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complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.
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To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.
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Disposition of personal effects
Maj. Jeffrey Legaspi, 60th 

Surgical Services Squadron, 
is authorized to make dispo-
sition of the personal prop-
erty of Capt. Kelliann Leli, 
deceased, 60th Healthcare 
Operations Squadron, as stat-
ed in Air Force Instruction 

34-501, Mortuary Affairs 
Program.

Any person having claims 
for or against Leli should 
contact Legaspi by phone 
at 707-424-0861 or email at 
jeffrey.n.legaspi.mil@mail.mil.
— 60th Force Support Squadron

Visit Travis at FACEBOOK.com/TravisAirForceBase

Voluntary Leave Transfer Program
The following Travis employees are ap-

proved as leave recipients through the Volun-
tary Leave Transfer Program: Rebecca Austria, 
60th Maintenance Group; John Butler, Special 
Tactics Training Squadron; Jaqualynn Caban-
lit, Travis AFB Commissary; Neftaly Clark, 
1st Special Operations Force Support Squad-
ron; David Duncan, 319th Reconnaissance 
Wing, Grand Forks AFB; Rabiye Hamilton, Tra-
vis AFB Commissary; Patrick Hodge United 
States Transportation Command, Scott AFB; 
Mark Holmes, 10th Contracting Squadron; 
Dina Patterson-Steward, 60th Aerial Port 

Squadron; Jason Perkins, Grand Forks AFB; 
Gina Silva, Air Force Academy headquarters; 
Jean Sommer, Travis AFB Commissary; Maria 
Thammasen, 60th Force Support Squadron; 
and Dennis Weaver, Air Force Manpower Agen-
cy.

The VLTP allows an employee who has a 
medical emergency or is affected by a medi-
cal emergency of a family member and is 
without availability of paid leave to receive 
transferred annual leave directly from other 
employees. For more information, call 707-
424-1720.

This week’s solutions appear on Page 16

their feedback and in partner-
ship with (Air Education and 
Training Command).”

Lt. Gen. Brad Webb, com-
mander of AETC, and Chief 
Master Sgt. Erik Thompson, 
AETC command chief, were 
also at the ceremony.

“Today’s graduation repre-
sents the great partnership we 
have forged while supporting 
the United States Space Force, 

and our commitment to recruit, 
train and educate exception-
al Space professionals,” Webb 
said. “The cadre and staff at Ba-
sic Military Training are pro-
ducing Space professionals who 
have the foundational compe-
tencies to succeed in any envi-
ronment, and who can adapt, 
decide and act at the speed 
needed today and for tomor-
row’s challenges.”

“These graduates from Ba-
sic Military Training will take 
the foundational concepts laid 
here in “The First Command” 

and will use them to help build 
a bold and agile Space Force, 
which will ensure our nation’s 
long‐term competitive advan-
tage in space,” Thompson said.

The seven Space Force pro-
fessionals will attend Space 
Systems Operations techni-
cal training at Vandenberg Air 
Force Base, California. Once 
that training is complete, they’ll 
perform a wide range of duties 
from detecting ballistic missiles 
and tracking satellites to assist-
ing in rocket launches and space 
flight operations.

Space Force
From Page 5

Maynard serves as the 
special instrumentation flight 
chief, leading a group of more 
than 60 engineers, technicians, 
project managers and logisti-
cians.

“Although the modification 
required to reassign one of the 
internal weapon stations to the 
external location was well with-
in our capability, it wasn’t part 
of our normal charter of data 
acquisition,” Maynard said. 
“Regardless, we jumped on the 
opportunity to help our cus-
tomer and immediately assist-
ed with the planning and pro-
visioning and, when approved 
to do so, executed the modifica-
tions to the pylon and aircraft.”

The flight culminates the 
B-1B expanded carriage 

demonstration that began with 
a modified internal bomb-
bay demo in 2019. “Box drop” 
ground tests were conducted in 
October 2020 to verify the me-
chanical modifications to the 
pylon. A captive carry flight 
then took place in November 
which helped set up the exter-
nal release mission.

“In this case the Air Force 
Seek Eagle Office performed 
modeling of the separation 
characteristics and determined 
that the JASSM separation 
from the B-1B pylon should rep-
licate the normal JASSM con-
trol surface deployment time-
line that occurs when launched 
from the Left Pylon station 2 of 
the B-52H,” said Agustin Mar-
tinez, 419th FLTS electron-
ics engineer. “The prior cap-
tive carry flight verified that 
the JASSM received the cor-
rect information in order for 
it to follow the B-52H surface 

deployment timeline.”
The orifice settings and car-

tridges used for the MAU-12 
Ejector Rack Assembly also en-
sured that the JASSM would 
separate with a nose-down pitch 
moment, which was confirmed 
during the box drop test earlier 
this year, Martinez added.

However, there is no sub-
stitute for physically releasing 
a JASSM while in-flight, said 
Cory Coffman, 419th FLTS op-
erations engineer and test con-
ductor.

“I’d say it’s pretty impor-
tant,” Coffman said. “Flight 
testing is a unique environ-
ment; ground tests and simula-
tion are great, but there’s no al-
ternative to a flight test.”

To aid engineers in acquir-
ing weapon release data and 
characteristics, the B-1B was 
outfitted with the high-speed 
cameras able to capture up to 
500 frames per second.

U.S. Air Force photo/Ethan Wagner

A B-1B Lancer assigned to the 419th Flight Test Squadron, 412th Test Wing, releases a Joint Air-to-Surface Standoff 
Missile during an external release demonstration in the skies Dec. 4 over Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexico.

B-1B
From Page 6
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD BAPTIST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRISTBAPTIST

EPISCOPAL

Worship  
With Us…

St. Paul 
Baptist Church

1405 Kentucky Street
Faireld, CA 94533
Rev. Dr. Terry Long, Pastor
Sunday 
Sunday School: 11:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 12:00 p.m.
Children’s Church: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday 
Prayer Meeting: 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Bible Study: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Web Site: www.stpaulfaireld.org
Email: stpaulbcfaireld@comcast.net
Church Phone: 707-422-2003

Sunday Morning Bible Study .............. 9 AM
  Sunday Morning Worship  ..................10 AM
  Sunday Evening Worship  ....................6 PM
  Wed. Evening Bible Study ....................7 PM

  Homeless ministry at Mission Solano
  Rescue Mission  1st Friday of month 6-8 PM

Jesus said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; John 11:25

CHURCH OF CHRIST - SOLANO
1201 Marshall Road, Vacaville, CA 95687

YOU

YOU

Grace Episcopal 
Church

1405 Kentucky Street
Fairfield, CA 94533

Sunday Services:
8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:15 a.m.

Pastor’s Forum
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tuesday Service:

10:00 a.m.
Healing Eucharist

Childcare Provided for all Services

For additional information or  
Live Stream at: 

www.gracechurchfairfield.org
or contact the office at 425-4481

First Assembly Of God
of Fairfield

•9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
•10:30 AM * MORNING WORSHIP 

•KID’z CHURCH Grades K-5th
•10:00 AM WEDNESDAY 

SENIOR PRAYER
• 7:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Adult Bible Study
Girl’s Club

Royal Rangers
Revolution Youth

*Nursery Care Provided

707425-3612
2207 UNION AVE., FAIRFIELD

www.1agff.org
email: info@1agff.org

Live Stream on:

Lead Pastor: C. Eric Lura

MOUNT CALVARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr. - Senior Pastor

Fairfield Campus
1735 Enterprise Drive, Bldg. 3 

Fairfield, CA 94533

Sunday Worship Services
7:00am & 9:30am.

Bible Study
Tuesdays @ 7:00pm (Youth Sanctuary)

Suisun Campus
601 Whispering Bay Lane, 

Suisun City, CA 94585

Sunday Worship Services, 11:00am

Bible Study

Tuesdays @ 12:00noon

707-425-1849
www.mcbcfs.org  for more information

Live Stream on: 

Fairfield Stake Center 
2700 Camrose Ave.

Sacrament Services Sunday
 0900 and 1200

Base Sacrament Services 
DGMC Chapel

(1st Floor North entrance)
Sunday 1600-1630

Inquires: Call LDS Military 
Relations Missionaries

707-535-6979

For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6973 or email: 
lvargas@dailyrepublic.net

Services Temporarily 
Suspended

Contact (707) 535-6979 for 
info on In-home Sacrament 

Services available

Services Temporarily 
Suspended

First Baptist 
Church of Vacaville

The All Together Different Church

1127 Davis Street, Vacaville
707-448-6209
www.fbcvv.com

LUTHERAN

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tired of gimmicks and games?
Want a Bible-believing traditional church?

Need a loving church family?
You are invited to:

TRINITY  LUTHERAN CHURCH -  LCMS
Traditional Worship: 10 AM

Children’s Church during 10 AM Service

Adult Bible Study: 8:45 AM
2075 Dover Ave., Fairfield

(2 blocks south of Airbase Pkwy.)
(707) 425-2944
www.tlcps.org

Rev. Dr. Dan Molyneux, Pastor

Live stream at:
itsallaboutfamilies.org

301 N. Orchard Ave., Vacaville
707.448.5848

SUNDAY
Classes for all ages .......... 10:00 am
Worship ..............................11:00 am
CORE Bible Studies 12:30 & 5:00 pm

(2nd & 4th Sunday)
WEDNESDAY
Adult Studies ........................2:00 pm
AWANA for Kids ..................6:15 pm
Adult & Youth Studies .........6:30 pm

For advertising information
about this directory,
call Classifieds at
707-427-6973 or

lvargas@dailyrepublic.net
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NON-DENOMINATIONAL

NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

UNITED METHODIST

Vacaville 
Church of Christ

401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 448-5085

Minister: Ryan Brewer

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Sunday Evening Worship

6:00 PM

Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM

www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact: 

Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street • Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085

“The People of 
The United Methodist Church™”

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

1875 Fairfield Avenue, Fairfield
Phone: 707-426-2944

Email: info@cumcfair�eldca.org
Website:  cumcfair�eldca.org

YouTube CUMC Fair�eld

Pastor Anne Choy
Online Worship Service 10:15 a.m.

Communion - 1st Sunday of  
each month

Children, Adult and Bell Choirs
Young Adult Ministries

Adult Bible and Book Study Classes
United Methodist Women

United Methodist Men

Online Sunday School for Children

facebook @cumcfairfieldca

A Passion to...
Worship God • Love People • Share Christ

A Non-Denominational Bible 
Teaching Church

We offer:

• Nursery • Children’s Classes
• Youth Ministries
• AWANA Program
• Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies
• Prime Timers (Seniors Ministry)
• In Home Mid-Week Bible Studies
• Celebrate Recovery

Bruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838
www.cccv.me

190 Butcher Road, Vacaville, CA 95687
(off of Alamo, Just South of I-80)

Sunday Worship Services
8:15am • 9:45am • 11:15am

350 N. Orchard Ave, 
Vacaville – 447-0521
unityvv@pacbell.net

www.unityvacaville.org
Sunday Morning 

8:00 am Co�ee with God
10:00 am Contemporary  

Celebration with Youth Education
Wednesday Evening

6:30 pm Non-Denominational  
Meditation Time

7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer
Come Home to Unity

It’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul

“To know Him, and to 
make Him known”

490 Brown Street
Vacaville, CA 95688

707-446-8684

Sunday Services:
Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Worship 11am
Evening Worship 5pm

Thursday Service: 
Prayer Meeting 7pm

Bible Studies throughout the week
Pastor Ben Smith

www.vacavillebiblechurch.com
office@vacavillebiblechurch.com

Live Stream on:

Bible Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services
9 AM, 10:45 AM & 6 PM 

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville

707-451-2026

Nursery & Children’s Classes Provided
Adult & Youth Sunday School

Check our website for information 
on other ministries offered
www.vacavillefaith.org

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive

Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790
www.tfh.org

Service Times
Saturday: 6pm

Sunday: 9am & 11am

    Live Stream at

Services Held Indoors
8:30 am, 10 am and 11:30 am
Social Distancing Practiced
Face Masks Recommended

Register for a service at  
cccv.me.

Tuesday & Thursday
   Home Fellowship Groups
   Fairfield/Suisun/Vacaville

Ministries
• Men/Ladies’ Fellowships
• Silver Saints
• Youth Group (Jr./Sr. High)
• Family Fellowship
• Motorcycle Fellowship

Prayer Works

1500 Alamo Drive
Vacaville, CA 95687

(707) 448-8838
www.vacavillechurchofchrist 

alamodrive.com

Sunday Morning  
   Bible Classes ............................9:30 am
   Assembly Worship ............... 10:45 am
   Evening Assembly Worship .5:00 pm
Wednesday Evening 
   Bible Classes ........................... 7:00 pm

Classes also by appointment
Elders:

Mark McCallister (707) 446-7477
Ed Sanderson Sr. (707) 446-0536

Services Temporarily 
Suspended Outdoor Service  

8:30-9:30
Please register at

www.vacavillefaith.org
to watch sermon  

online.

For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at  
707-427-6973 or email: lvargas@dailyrepublic.net

NAZARENE

10am Sunday
310 Parker Street

Vacaville, CA 95688

Please visit sonrise-vv.org for online 
details

nazarene.org
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Household • Commercial • Warehousing • Boat & RV 
SIZES TO FIT EVERY NEED!

Located off Hwy 12 @ Walters Road

COUPON

ON MOST SIZES. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY. EXPIRES 12/31/20

• New Manager Onsite
• Security Cameras
• Individually Alarmed 
     Units
• Private Gate Codes
• Well Lit Wide Hallways
• Drive-Up Units Available

“We Go The Extra SMILE”
• Orthodontics  

for Children & Adults

• Cosmetic  
(Clear) Braces

• Invisalign

• Early Intervention 
Treatment

• Financing Options  
Available

• Military Discounts

Bryan C. Scott, D.M.D.
Specialist in Orthodontics

1360 Burton Drive, Ste 100, Vacaville, (707) 451-2292

www.scott-ortho.com

restored rape convictions 
against Lt. Col. Michael 
Briggs, Lt. Col. Humphrey 
Daniels and Master Sgt. Rich-
ard Collins, all Air Force per-
sonnel who had been convicted 
in separate cases.

“The three offenders whose 
cases were decided by the Su-
preme Court will not have 
their lawfully-obtained convic-
tions and sentences erased by 
the technicality” as directed 
by the Court of Appeals of the 
Armed Forces, Air Force chief 
prosecutor, Col. Shaun Speran-
za said.

“Their punishments will be 
restored, as should their vic-
tims’ faith in our dedication 
to justice,” he said. Speranza’s 
attorneys from the Air Force 

Government Trial & Appellate 
Counsel Division played an in-
strumental role supporting the 
case, working closely with the 
U.S. Solicitor General’s office 
which argued the case before 
the Court.

While the Supreme Court’s 
focus was limited to three 
known cases across the 20 
years in question, Speranza 
said the emphatic ruling car-
ried a broader significance in 
the effort to combat sexual as-
sault and violence in the Air 
Force and across the entire 
military.

“The Supreme Court deci-
sion in Briggs effectively closes 
the window on military sexu-
al offenders escaping prosecu-
tion under the Uniform Code 
of Military Justice due to the 
date of their crimes,” he said. 
“Now, no matter when the al-
leged rape occurred after 1986 
or when the victim has the 

courage to report the offense, 
we can exercise criminal juris-
diction over the accused ser-
vice member.”

Harmony Allen is the hu-
man face of the legal complex-
ities and trauma at the core of 
the case.

Allen was raped and beaten 
by Collins in 2000, when both 
were stationed at Sheppard Air 
Force Base, Texas. She was 19. 
Collins was not only her superi-
or but also her instructor in her 
coursework to become a radiol-
ogy technician. 

Collins was convicted in 
2017 and sentenced to 16 ½ 
years in jail. But Collins ap-
pealed and won because the 
conviction came seven years 
after the rape. The verdict 
was set aside and his sentence 
erased. He was released after 
serving two years.

“To get that justice, yes, it 
did restore my faith that there 

is still justice,” she said in an 
interview. “Yes, I feel it’s jus-
tice.” 

The outcome of the case, she 
said, “has huge implications” 

for the larger efforts across the 
military to address sexual as-
sault. It also means that Col-
lins must serve the remainder 
of any sentence. 

Ruling
From Page 5
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You Served. You Save.

Save with Military Discounts from these fine businesses!

NORTH BAY TRUCK 
CENTER

1245 Illinois St
Fairfield, Ca
94533
(707) 427-1386

www.northbaytruckcenter.com

MITCHELL’S
HAULING, CLEANING, ORGANIZING, 

PACKING, & HOUSE CLEANING

Suisun City, 
CA 94585
(707) 386-1312
Lic. #22444 
Insured

DIXON LANDSCAPE 
MATERIALS

150 E. H St.
Dixon, CA 95620
(707) 678-8200

www.dixonlandscapematerials.com

CAL ROOFING SYSTEMS
Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 447-3132
Lic. #560708

www.calroofingsystems.com
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No. 522 Medium

3 2 4 6 5
2 4 3 1 5 6 7

4 1 2 3 7 6 5
5 4 3 2 1 7 6
6 7 2 3 5 4

6 5 7 8 3 4
8 5 6 4 7 2 3
7 8 5 6 1 2

7 6 5 1 2 3

8
1

2

9
4

How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Easy

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com
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6 8 1
5 7
3 6 5 2

2 8
6 5 4

4 9
2 8 3
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1 2 3 5 4 7 9 6 8
6 9 8 2 1 3 7 5 4
7 5 4 6 9 8 2 1 3
4 6 9 7 8 5 1 3 2
3 8 1 4 2 9 6 7 5
5 7 2 3 6 1 4 8 9
8 4 7 9 3 6 5 2 1
2 1 5 8 7 4 3 9 6
9 3 6 1 5 2 8 4 7

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 522 Very Hard Previous solution - Tough
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3 2 4 6 5
2 4 3 1 5 6 7

4 1 2 3 7 6 5
5 4 3 2 1 7 6
6 7 2 3 5 4

6 5 7 8 3 4
8 5 6 4 7 2 3
7 8 5 6 1 2

7 6 5 1 2 3
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Easy

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

8 3 6
3 7

6 8 1
5 7
3 6 5 2

2 8
6 5 4

4 9
2 8 3
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1 2 3 5 4 7 9 6 8
6 9 8 2 1 3 7 5 4
7 5 4 6 9 8 2 1 3
4 6 9 7 8 5 1 3 2
3 8 1 4 2 9 6 7 5
5 7 2 3 6 1 4 8 9
8 4 7 9 3 6 5 2 1
2 1 5 8 7 4 3 9 6
9 3 6 1 5 2 8 4 7

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 522 Very Hard Previous solution - ToughStr8ts Sudoku

“We know that in order to fight and 
win in a future conflict with a peer ad-
versary, we must have a decisive digital 
advantage,” said Air Force Chief of Staff 
Gen. Charles Q. Brown, Jr. “AI will play 
a critical role in achieving that edge, 
so I’m incredibly proud of what the 
team accomplished. We must acceler-
ate change and that only happens when 
our Airmen push the limits of what we 
thought was possible.”

After takeoff, the sensor control was 
positively handed-off to ARTUµ who 
then manipulated the sensor, based on 
insight previously learned from over a 
half-million computer simulated train-
ing iterations. The pilot and AI success-
fully teamed to share the sensor and 
achieve mission objectives.

The U-2 Federal Laboratory designed 
this AI technology to be easily transfer-
able to other systems and plan to fur-
ther refine the technology. Today’s flight 
provided invaluable data for not only the 
team to learn from, but also ARTUµ.

“Blending expertise of a pilot with 
capabilities of machine learning, this 
historic flight directly answers the Na-
tional Defense Strategy’s call to invest 
in autonomous systems,” said Secretary 
of the Air Force Barbara Barrett. “In-
novations in artificial intelligence will 
transform both the air and space do-
mains.”

The U-2 Federal Laboratory is a 15 
U.S.C. compliant organization estab-
lished to bring together a “confluence 
of warfighter, developer, and acquirer” 
vertically-integrated under the same 
operational roof. The lab has developed 
and been approved by the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology to 
establish the 20th Laboratory Accred-
itation Program in the federal govern-
ment. It promotes “edge development” 
– a concept to develop new software in-
tegration on operational systems in a 
bounded, safe environment.

The historic flight with AI comes just 
two months after the U-2 Federal Lab-
oratory team updated inflight software 
for the first time during a U-2 training 
mission. The team leveraged the open-
source container-orchestration soft-
ware Kubernetes, another military first.

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Luis A. Ruiz-Vazquez

A U-2 Dragon Lady assigned to the 9th Reconnaissance Wing takes off from the runway Dec. 
15 at Beale Air Force Base, California.

AI
From Page 3

what private investors are do-
ing, well then you have a ten 
to fifteenfold increase in the 
amount of money available 
to actually do something that 
could change the way we do 
business for executives or mili-
tary teams,” Britton said.

From a modest $4.5 million 
Air Force investment teamed 
with millions more in private 
investment, the team is looking 
to make some huge strides in 
the near future toward proving 
out supersonic capability.

“That’s a huge payoff if we 

are able to make this happen 
not only for the DoD, but spe-
cifically to build the industri-
al base for the nation,” he said.

Beyond learning about new 
materials, new engine technol-
ogy and benefits resulting from 
research, there could be bene-
fits in military strike or recon-
naissance missions as well, he 
said.

To hear the full conver-
sation, you can watch Lead-
ership Log on YouTube at 
https://youtu.be/c-J5KzIIeZc. 
You can also listen by search-
ing “Leadership Log” on Ap-
ple Podcast, Google Podcast, 
Spotify, Overcast, Radio Pub-
lic or Breaker.

Supersonic
From Page 4
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www.tlalawoffice.com

LAW OFFICE OF

Tiffany L. Andrews, P.C.

25% OFF Military Cases

Given the opportunity to serve you 
will be a win Winn situation!
The Keys to your Dream Home are within reach.

The market is HOT! To get moving, call me

(707) 344-4237

Monica Winn
REALTOR®   DRE# 1971960

“In a first of its kind, the 
CRG partnered with the (621st) 
Air Mobility Advisory Group 
to employ multiple mission sets 
that addressed various require-
ments in the affected areas,” 
Cyrus said. “Due to language 
barriers, Air Mobility Com-
mand recognized the need for 
language-enabled air advisors 
to augment the team.”

Though not typically part of 
the AM team, the air advisors’ 
expertise was vital to complet-
ing this mission.

“Outstanding Airmen, air ad-
visors, and now honorary AM 
team members -- I’d take them 
with me anywhere regardless 
of area of responsibility,” Cyrus 
said. “They provided invaluable 
guidance, language skills, and 
direction in support of the AM 
mission.”

The AM team is an exam-
ple of AMC developing teams of 
multi-capable Airmen to accom-
plish tasks outside their core Air 
Force Specialty Code.

“The small team dynamic is 
one of a kind,” said Tech. Sgt. 
Lance Oakes, 321st Contingency 
Response Squadron equipment 
and training manager. “The 
team is the epitome of a multi-
capable Airman.  Each per-
son is considered a subject mat-
ter expert for their respective 

Air Force Specialty Code and is 
highly knowledgeable with oth-
er AFSCs on the team.”

Devil Raiders remain ag-
ile and flexible to ensure they 
are ready to respond and assist 
partner nations in their time of 
need.

“It’s incredible watching 
such a small team accomplish 
so much,” Cyrus said. “The AM 
sets the bar high for multi-capa-
ble Airmen. I couldn’t be proud-
er to be a part of this team.”

The team members returned 
to their respective bases Dec. 4.

Honduras
From Page 2

U.S. Air Force photo

U.S. Airmen from the 621st 
Contingency Response Group 
travel Nov. 22 to Honduras from 
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, 
New Jersey, with their equipment 
onboard a C-17 Globemaster III 
aircraft.

TRAVIS FITNESS CENTER
is open by appointment 

Visit http://travisfc.technicate.com  
to schedule a reservation



CHECKLIST

Folios OK NO

Headlines OK NO

Cutlines OK NO NA

Mugs OK NO NA

Graphics OK NO NA

Stories end OK NO

Jumplines OK NO NA

Ads OK NO NA

NO=Not OK; NA=Not applicable

Reprint Y N

Initials 

December 18, 2020 TailwinD   19Parting ShotS

WINGSAround the world, Air 
Force spreads its …

1) Nova, a full white-phase 
Gyrfalcon and the latest 
member of the United States 
Air Force Academy’s falconry 
team, perches on a handler’s 
arm Dec. 3 in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. The Academy has 
had a falconry team for more 
than 60 years, flying the birds 
at events and educating the 
public. 2) A U.S. Air Force F-16 
Fighting Falcon, assigned to 
the 77th Expeditionary Fighter 
Squadron, flies alongside a KC-
135R Stratotanker, assigned 
to the 340th Expeditionary 
Aircraft Refueling Squadron, 
Dec. 4 over Southwest Asia. 
The F-16 is a compact, multi-
role fighter aircraft that 
delivers airpower to the U.S. 
Central Command area of 
responsibility. 3) U.S. Air 
Force Staff Sgt. Raymond 
Flores, 12th Combat Training 
Squadron tactical air control 
party Airman, talks on his radio 
Nov. 13 during a Green Flag 
West 21-02 exercise at Fort 
Irwin, California. The 12th CTS 
supports up to 11 rotations of 
Green Flags yearly, enabling 
the joint task force to execute 
decisive operations.

U.S. Air Force photo/Joshua Armstrong

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Taylor Harrison U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Dwane R. Young
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